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Your Heart Out! 



The Big Questions: 

What is it? 

 
Who's using it? 

 
How do I get involved? 

 
How do I improve my Twitter experience? 



What is Twitter? 



 
Twitter is a free social networking and micro-blogging service 
that enables its users to send and read messages known as 
tweets. Tweets are text-based posts of up to 140 characters 
displayed on the author's profile page and delivered to the 
author's subscribers who are known as followers.  

Wikipedia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twitter


Basic Twitter Anatomy 

  • What's on your mind? 

• What are your plans for later?  
• What's worth sharing on the 

Web?  
• What do you need to know 

RIGHT NOW? 
 



"It's almost like ESP." 

Clive Thompson, Wired 

http://www.wired.com/techbiz/media/magazine/15-07/st_thompson


It's not a social network, but an information 
network. It tells people what they care about as 
it is happening in the world. 
 
    Twitter cofounder Evan Williams 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5jXcgZnEa0&fmt=18


Trending Topics 

 Popular topics by the 

minute, day and week 

– topics algorithmically 

determined to be the 

most popular on 

Twitter at the moment. 

 



#iranelection 

"Friday Protests in Iran" - Uploaded on September 18, 2009 by .faramarz 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/fhashemi/


As of May 2011, 13% 
of online adults use 
Twitter, which 
represents a 
significant increase 
from the 8% of online 
adults who identified 
themselves as Twitter 
users in November 
2010. 
 Pew Internet & American Life Project 

  

http://pewresearch.org/pubs/2007/twitter-users-cell-phone-2011-demographics


Pew attributes the Twitter rise to three types of Internet users: 

 
Pew Internet & American Life Project 

Those who already are familiar with social networking 
sites, such as Facebook, LinkedIn or MySpace 

Those between the ages of 18 and 44  

Those who connect to the Net wirelessly using 
mobile devices  

http://pewinternet.org/Reports/2009/17-Twitter-and-Status-Updating-Fall-2009.aspx?r=1


Of Twitter users who own cell phones, 54% access the service 
this way. 

Pew Internet & American Life Project 

  

http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2011/Twitter-Update-2011/Main-Report.aspx


Who's Using Twitter? 

http://www.celebritytweet.com/ 

http://www.celebritytweet.com/


Who's Using Twitter? 



Who's Using Twitter? 

http://www.tweetedbrands.com/ 

http://www.tweetedbrands.com/


Who's Using Twitter? 



How Do I Get Started? 





Account Settings 



Public vs. Private 

Protect your updates and location 



Public vs. Private 

Remember that you can block other users. 

https://support.twitter.com/articles/117063-how-to-block-users-on-twitter


Proper Tweetiquette 

@username message 





Proper Tweetiquette 

Tip: type D <username> message in your tweet box 

Or….. 

DM = Direct Message  



Proper Tweetiquette 

Cite your sources!   
RT @username message via @username 

RT = Retweet 



Proper Tweetiquette 

• Don't overtweet 
• Find your crowd  
• Use bit.ly to compress links 

• Keep a good follower/followee ratio 
• Follow the people you follow 

• Think before you Tweet: be polite, be 
relevant.  

• Use #hashtags for serial topics 

• Join/create new conversations 

  
  

http://bit.ly


Meeting people is easy 





Twitter Directories 

http://tweet.grader.com/ 

http://tweet.grader.com/


Twitter Directories: User-Generated 

www.wefollow.com 

http://www.wefollow.com/


Twitter Directories: User-Generated 

www.twibes.com 

http://www.twibes.com/


Twitter Lists 

10 Ways You Can Use Twitter Lists 
How To: Use Twitter Lists 

Listorious 

http://mashable.com/2009/11/04/twitter-lists-uses/
http://mashable.com/2009/11/02/twitter-lists-guide/
http://listorious.com/


Twitter Search 



How do I improve my Twitter 
experience? 



Echofon 

http://echofon.com/twitter/firefox/


Desktop Apps 

TweetDeck Twhirl 

http://www.tweetdeck.com
http://www.twhirl.org/


Mobile Twitter Apps 

Find more at the Twitter Fan Wiki 

Twitteriffic, Tweetie, 
TwitterFon 

TwitterBerry Twidroyd 

http://twitter.pbwiki.com/Apps
http://iconfactory.com/software/twitterrific/
http://www.atebits.com/tweetie-iphone/
http://twitterfon.net/
http://www.orangatame.com/products/twitterberry/
http://twidroid.com/


TwitPic 

www.twitpic.com 

http://www.twitpic.com


TwitVid 

www.twitvid.com 

http://www.twitvid.com


The Tweetgeist 

    Twistori 

http://www.twistori.com


What to do now 

• Go to Twitter.com and start a Twitter account 
 

• Get a Twitter app like Echofon, TweetDeck, or 
HootSuite 
 

• Spread the word and find friends 
 

• Start conversing! 
  
 

 

http://Twitter.com


Questions? 

•Visit the Twitter Help Center 
 

•Access Lynda.com through the library’s website to 
find a free, in-depth Twitter tutorial 
 

•Tweet the Library! @skokielibrary 
 

http://support.twitter.com/
http://twitter.com/skokielibrary

